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Clwr^  MidMi.  w  one  of 

Imd  (hs  fin*-30  lactpianta 
of  $lj0fi&«dioier«h^lO 
•ttwid  lfi«  Pastor*'  Cotifar- 
anea  and  S8C  annual  moat¬ 
ing  this  aummar  in  Phoantx. 
With  mot*  tofaiisrship 
annouhcomWits  anticipatad 
in  a^y  May,  tha  firat  wwvs 
of  awwrds  akaady  has 
eHCaaded  tlw  aatimatad 
fiv*  to  20  Mholarships  that 
Paaton'  Confarance  leaders 
had  hoped  tg  tami.  'We  ate 
thnUedthat  am  ham  been 
abt^  Id  tadp  th«*  gtoup  of 
mstrK)  attend,  gratehil^to 
JWM 


-T—  L»iiAia<i'.  -Om 
legrat  is  Ihai  ma  wH  not  be 
at^  ID  halpaitai  Tuna  taha 
waraa  R>  uiawa  lo  1h*  an-, 
nu^  iiiaailmi  afid  Paeiocs' 
Cdntaianea ' 


UMESrOMIEmZ 

WACO,  ba*  {BP  and  hu-'xi 
tapeml—  Unda-Wting- 
ston*  has  tfaoaaalrattud  o' 
tfi#  tbataaai  lomoie  pres, 
daat  of  Saylar  Unwetsiiy 
St  tMapO. 'fkaoia  ihe  hitgii.i 
n-‘  :^h:>ol  m 
tnacdtiiatv-  Sir.  >  n=siwt 

of  Me^n«  ch,i  '  j-r  5  ■ 
Md  VurH  s»id  ;i- 

■  i  teleciT’-li  lOTitr  t 

■-  itititoo  net  -  okad 
hy  th“  '..ItHli  ll  -it-xai;"* 

^r^ndal  'hat  u--*  i\»  i-r  t  th*. 
■jnive  SIty  ‘ 

ir*ih.  but  wi-;*-  'i'i.en  'jy  a 

■'■iiiCh  l«  th?  y—  r, 
t.  rtha  JsSr.  Utiins^  ;-'' ■ 

■  t  ftifiw.!  d^sylof 

Wd  If  T- 

,yi 
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CELEBRATING  THE  NEWS  -  Nurse*  and  ochar  stafter*  at  Baptist  Madwsl  Cantor  in  Jackson 
chaar  whan  the  news  n  annouooad  ouar  a  confareoca.oall  with  tha  Amariesn  Nurses'  Cradarsiaimo 
Center  at  the  American  Nurses  IMsocwbon  that  the  modical  oantar's  nurses  have  aamad  tha  coaatad 
Magnet  award  for  nursing  aMcatfgBBBiJ||fBh*l  Modioaf  Caesar  ladi*  ahfy  hoepitot  in  Miaaisaippi  to 
hottf  the  Magnet  award.  <BH  spa  pehihsai  oauttawMif  Bepaw  Medipil  Cantar) 

BMC  gets  top  national  award 

Nursinc  excellence,  p*- 

patient  care  honored 

JACKSON,  Me.  ISpaciel)  * 

cel  Center  (BMC)  in  Jackson  hes  been  BMC  'is  a  part  of  Baptist  Heehh  Systems,  Inc. 

the  nation’s  top  honor  for  nursuiK  exceUotce  fBns>,whichiehea6mjertetedmJecksonandef- 
frotn  the  American  Nurses’ Credential^  Center  gBated  with  the  Missbsippi  Baptist  Convention. 

(ANCC)oftheAiD^Nuri«Aaso^^  - - - ^BMCon'pri 

lite  Magnet  Recognition  Frogtem®  reoog- 


Trump 
withholds 
funds  for 
UN  agency 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 

The  administration  of  U.S. 
pTMident  Donald  Trump 
hes  reactivated  another  in¬ 
ternational  pro-life  policy, 
this  time  1^  withhold)^ 
funds  from  a  controversial 
United  Nations  family  plan¬ 
ning  agency  linked  to  the 
support  of  China’s  popula¬ 
tion-control  program  that 
includes  involuntary  steril¬ 
isations.  forced  abortions, 
and  infanticide. 

Tte  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  announced  in  an 
April  3  letter  it  would  not 
forwa^  congressionally- 
approved  money  to  the 
U.N.  Isolation  Fund  (UN¬ 
FPA.  The  action  came  10 
weeks  after  Trump  signed 
an  executive  order  to  re¬ 
instate  the  Mexico  City 
Policy,  which  bans  federal 
funds  for  organisations  that 
perform  or  promote  abor¬ 
tions  overseas. 

In  both  cases.  Trump 
reversed  the  praeticM  of 
his  predecessor.  President 
^rack  Obama,  whose  ad¬ 
ministration  gave  nearly 
$68  million  to  UNFPA  in 


I  Right 


I  SUNOS  on  p  9 


WitriBSsiTig  Through  Medio  Awords 


The  Witnessing 'through 

Madia  gwarito,  spoosoiad  by 
tha  Communication  Sarvicea 
Oapartmant  ot  tha  Miaaisaippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  annu- 
aHv  fsoognae  radio  and  video 
productions  that  damonsliata 
mcaganoa  m  massage  deagpi 
and  production  in  halpmg  10 
bring  Mississippi  and  Ih#  world 
to  Jesus  Award  winnars  are 
announced  at  the  annual  Wil- 
natidng  Through  Madia  Conlar- 
anoa.  Wmnara  tor  boat  vidaoa 
m  2017  induda  (hom  lalt)  gan 
Sim*  >-  First  Church.  Jackson, 
ter  Division  H  Church  Musx»l 
Cmah  Cttdhilght  iOte. 

Joal  Wnght  and  Chris  Clal- 
tarbuck  -  Broadmoor  Church 
Madison,  tor  Division  A  Faaturs 
Plasantatlon-  Chratmas  t¥or- 


NaihvtlB  TBmoBftM 


l  AY  %  I  2017 


m 


thm  fimaoanca:  for  Msgaraia. 
Camm  Studant  Smim  Arttdm. 
lot  Promobonal:  Jackioii  Slraat 
MrnatTY.  for  Avmrd  of  Excel- 
lance  Canvas  Student  Sarias 
ArorM  Bratton  Crosby  and 


'  Todd  Germany  -  First  Church, 
RtOgaland.  for  Division  11  C<)m- 
marcUl  LifaCroupafirst  fhdga- 
land.  for  Worship  Octobar  9 
-  Datnek  s  W  ifaar  Anmvarsaty 
(Photo  by  WHtiam  H  Perkms  Ji.) 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 
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God’s  Way  at  Gara5^a 


anywa  Camp  and  Conlerence 
I  -vCenter  in  Omton  cdebratea  70 
VJ  years  of  miniAiy  in  2017.  Ilie 
motto  for  Garam  is,  Z,(>uiim  Ood  j/oi:. 
^  Cfocqjtes.  Emeriaicing  al^tsions. 
Changing  the  Worldf 
Gaiaywa  is  a  year-round  retreat  cen- 


SofterSide 

with  Cindy  Townsend 


ter  and  camp  minig 

by  tbe  Mlseiasippi  Woman's  Missiooaiy 
union  and  Women's  Mlnistiy  auxiliary 
to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ooovention.  HHIuHl 
Cjoraywa  averages  over  9,000  guests 
atteixiing  meetmgs  and  caoieresKM 
uuoughout  the  year.  Hie  camp  js  named  skills,  and  builc 
Garaywa  as  an  acrostic  for  thrre  mis-  dan  frirndships 

;imorga^tion8:GAs.RAs,andYWAs  BMarcieR 
Wnris  m  Adion,  Rr^  Ambassadors,  and  accepted  Jesus 
Yo^  Woman’s  Atudlian}.  my  personal  r#l 

Emer^themtesofGaraywaCamp  Garr^ywa.” 
and  Comerence  Center  and  seeing  the  ■Amanda] 


^  jay  personal  r#I-j*ioib,hip  with  Jesus  1 

atm  of  Ganywa  C^p  Garrywa. 

L,  T ■  Amanda  Mooneyhan  of  Pon- 
themoes^aden  trees  M  totoc. ‘I  came  to  Camp  Garaywa  as  a 
JTted  from  a  Riess-fi^  GA  trom  ages  seven  to  11. 1  am  now  a 

r,  j.'  V - presence  of  mother  trf  a  lo-year-old  daughter  Jori 

^  ^  done  Kate.  We  recently  attended*?ara>^a  s 

^  Mother/Daughter  Retreat  together.  Jo 

^Ih^oftnoK  who  come  to  seek  Ilim  joy,  joy  fills  my  soul!’  ^ 

i^Joraan  BaU,  2016  WMU/Wom- 
*5*  ***®“tries  intern:  “Last  summer,  I 
«  of  First  filled  baskets  with  500  pounds  of  black 

•  beans  to  give  a  visSSS,  to 

“^er  campers  ofthe  lostness  of  the 
represented  20, 

^  of  Yard  i^ved  people  in  the  woM.  As  I  held 

the  beans.  God  broke  my  heart  for  how 
*'•**’*’ *“‘’*^.*  ‘l«»Pe™t«4y  people  need  Jesus  and  how 

Mn^ppi  College  summer  counselor  m  much  I  neerm  be  on  missioa  to  tell  oth 

uu>m  4'  of  If  lovs  * 

*While  Danielle  cherishes  her  Truly.  God’s  Wav  at  Garavws  for  to 

'°*^**°8  .  years  is  worth  cdebratfoglAnfrienrCof 

^  Geraywa  can  join  the  70ft  anniversary 

cekhration,  t£ri  "Find  U*  FaithfiiL’ 

Godwould  use  th*l  special  i^ce  to  the  Oin^campus  at  312  cSmoGiiww 

u.  Rrmd 00 May 6 60m 

”Mii  p-m..  ind^ng  a  fiee  o^mlunt^d 

te^MGtnywav^nowservmin  program.  No  ra{istrad^Ks:reguir^ 

Mylastyear  IKrmorein^Mrtion^'^d W 

Faithful,  contact  AfidaDungan  at  (601) 

3Sg^6™Mu,«pp, 

Ultimate  presence  tnrough  various  "  ^ 

confwncm,  retpeets,  and  quto  times  of  Toumsend  is  execui 
region  MGwwa.  Mismsippi  Woman's 

®*rfWfo^’sAfintsrTvaicQiiD 


continuing 

u  anger  over.tlie 

■  peMHiM^  uiiborn  human 


(kjiisi  hnw  insaiie  nur  society 
has  become  ’ind-hme^- 
lafiy  uncart^ w^arn sawai^ 
'HIT  cbitdrcu.  Wradtil^SM 
people  of 

people  all  across^ii'^iiBH 
carra  as  mntdi  **m*riiBnmflr 


Mny  animal  parte ' 
rarx  elephant  tusLs 
pJpL^  rare  beastf.  bm 

Khnip.  3f.  aliuwrdu 

■■■■arcmfdx'iinS’*  lo 
Utfonghi^Ji  u  .tn : 


It  cfirecfor  of  thi 
tasionaiy  l/nior 
auxSiary  to  the 
i  . — ■‘•^•tion  m  Jack- 
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State  leaders  seek  to  help  struggling  churches 

Meeting  focuses 
revitalization 


KAIMSAS  CITY.  Mo.  (BP  and 
k>c.«l  raporta)  -  Leadm  {rom 
the  state  conventions  that 
make  up  the  Southern  Baptist 
Coiiv.'ntion  met  March  20- 
21  at  Midwestern  Seminaiy 
in  Kansas  Ci^,  Mo.,  to  plan 
wa;ys  to  help  Southern  Baptist 
chiuefaes  that  have  plateaued 
or  .ire  in  decline. 

This  marked  the  fourth  year 
fo|  the  state  revitalization  net- 
wqrk  meetine.  Gary  Mathes, 
who  heads  wuich  revitaliza¬ 
tion  efforts  for  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention  in  Jeffer¬ 
son,  said  the  goal  of  the  meet- 
inf,  was  to  discuss  “how  [South¬ 
ern  Baptists]  might  be  more 
efiectlve  in  the  work  of  helping 
struggling  churches  become  vi¬ 
brant,  healthy,  gospel-centric, 
kingdom -expanmng,  .  congre¬ 
gations  once  agmn. 

To  that  end,  we  share  best 
practices  in  the  work  we  do 
within  our  respective  states, 
discuss  common  issues  we  all 
foce,  and  collaborate  on  solu¬ 
tions  we  can  offer  to  churches 
that  call  on  us  for  help.’ 

One  of  the  key  matters  ad- 
dmsed  during  the  meeting 
was  agtecment  on  defini¬ 
tions  for  'revitalixation,*  and 
‘replanting,*  so  leaders  and 
ctuMbes  are  on  the  tame 
page,  Mathes  noted. 

Attendees  defined  church 
revitalisation  as,  "Ilie  su¬ 
pernatural  work  of  God  that 
restores  health  in  a  church, 
evidenced  by  submission  to 
God’s  Word,  right '  relation¬ 
ships  among  members,  and  a 
renewed  commitment  to  Great 
Commission  ministiy.’ 

Their  definition  for  church 
replanting  is.  The  process  in 
which  members  of  a  church 
discern  God's  leadership  to 
dissoire  their  currrat  min¬ 
istry  and  work  with  other 
churches  or  denominational 


bodies  to  be^  a  new  church 
for  a  new  season  of  ministry  in 
their  community.* 

The  leadership  team  from 
the  states  is  based  on  rmons; 

■  Steve  Rice,  Kentuci^  Con 
vention  -  South  region. 

■  Randy  Millwood,  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Maiyland/Delaware  - 
North  re^on. 

■  Gary  Mathes,  Missouri 
Convention  -  Midwest  region. 

■  Darwin  Meighan,  Nevada 
Convention  -  West  region. 

■  Kenneth  Priest,  Southern 
Baptists  of  Texas  Convention  - 
Somhwest  region. 

Priest  described  the  group 
as  “a  network  <rf  state  conven¬ 
tions,  but  ail  of  us  have  a  becut 
to  help  the  local  church.  If  what 
one  state  is  doing  can  help  an¬ 
other  state,  we  want  to  be  a  part 
of  that  and  .share  that  process.’ 

Rodn^  Harrison,  dean  of 
post-gramiate  studies  at  Mid- 
westem  Seminaiy,  served  as  the 
hort  representative  for  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  led  a  plenary  aeamn  on 
Cniuies  Spureeon’s  strategy  for 
church  revitauzation. 

Harrison,  who  teaches  in 
both  of  Midwcrtem'a  doctoral . 
degrees  on  revitalization,  not¬ 
ed  the  seminary’s  interest  in 
the  topic  as  well  as  the  number 
of  state  leaders  who  naduated 
firom  the  school  with  the  doctor 
of  ministry  in  church  revital¬ 
ization  depee. 

The  conference  reinforced 
the  cooperative  spirit  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  as  being  open  and 
wilhng  to  learn  fnm  one  an¬ 
other  whh  regard  to  bow  can 
we  best  help  struggling  church¬ 
es,"  Harrison  ocaerved,  add¬ 
ing  that  the  meeting  ‘demon¬ 
strates  the  [state]  conventions 
not  only  care,  [but]  they  have 
a  plan  to  serve  and  support  the 
local  church.* 

Joining  Harrison  as  present¬ 
ers  at  the  meeting  were; 


THINKING  CAPS  ON  —  State  conventno  leaders  (rom  across  the  country  gathered  in  the  Spur¬ 
geon  Library  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas  City.  Mo.  to  discuss  strategy  for  revitalizing  pla- 
taaued  end  declining  Southern  Baptist  churches.  This  marked  the  lourth  year  for  the  state  revitaliza¬ 
tion  network  meeting.  (BP  phofo) 

tion  been 


■  John  Mark  Yeats,  deeo 
of  Midwestern  College  at  Mid- 
weatem  Seminary. 

■  Mark  Clifton,  senior  di¬ 
rector  of  the  replant  team  at 
the  Nordi  Amerfaam  Misaion 
Board  (NAMB). 

■  Several  state  convention 
leaders  and  associational  di¬ 
rectors  of  missions. 

Clifton  said  he  was  ‘ex¬ 
tremely  encouraged’  by  the 
meeting  because  ‘state  con¬ 
ventions  are  taUi^  seriously 
the  issue  of  declining  and  dy¬ 
ing  churches*  and  willing  to 
work  together. 

‘At  no  time  in  our  recent 
history  has  our  overall  conven- 


oo  eieet- 
to 


a 


and 
plants 

1,200  churches  a  year  and  dos¬ 
es  900  churches  a  year,  the  net 
gain  is  only  300  churches. 

*Thal  does  not  even  come 
close  to  keeping  up  the 
church-lo-  population  ratio.* 

Of  those  900  churches  that 
dose  each  year,  Clifton  said, 
"over  77%  are  in  dties  larMr 
than  100,000  people  and  the 
vast  majority  01  those  churches 


are  oldeT  than  ib  years  of  age. 
In  other  words,  iZ'e  not  new 
church  plants  that  were  dos¬ 
ing.  Nor  is  it  churches  within 
communities  that  are  declin¬ 
ing.  The  majority  of  churches 
that  are  dosing  are  in  com¬ 
munities  that  are  growing  and 
within  our  cities." 

NAMB  has  created  re¬ 
sources  to  help  churches  and 
conventions  including  books, 
training,  video  series,  events, 
assessments,  blogs,  and  co¬ 
horts,  Clifton  noted.  Pas¬ 
tors  and  churches  interested 
in  more  information  about 
these  resources  can  visit 
churchreplanters.com. 


Murder  charge  against  Ala.  associate  pastor  to  be  dropped 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  T^  prosecution  of  former 
Soifthem  Baptist  associate  pas¬ 
tor  Richard  Sbahan.  ^  sbwid 
be  dropped  for  lack  of  sufficient 
evidence  to  prove  vrhether  te 
stabbed  to  oeath  his  wife  in 
2013,  Alabama  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al  Steven  Marshall  announced 
AprQ  10. 

Marshall  filed  a  motion  m 
JeOenoo  County  araih  Owt 
to  drop  the  prosecution  with¬ 
out  prejudice,  thereby  preserv¬ 
ing  the  ri^  to  prosecute  if  and 
when  adattfonal  evidence  be¬ 
comes  available. 


‘A  thorough  review  rf  the 
evidence  atxi  oompidien^  a<- 
templs  to  diBomeT  new  evidenix 
led  to  liic  oondudon  that  the  evi- 
I'  oaoe  cuiienfly  in  the  Stzae’s  pos- 
eoasioo  is  insuflSdent  to  inovefor- 
ward  with  prosevution,*  according 
to  MnsMTs  press  Rfease. 

Today’s  action  effectively 
preserves  the  State’s  opportu- 
to  prosecute  the  case  at  a 
later  date  if  additional  evidence 
is  dev^oped,"  the  release  no^ 
"There  is  do  statute  of  hmits- 
tioofot  the  proeecutioo  of  mur¬ 
der.  so  tiiis  uuy  Ire  done  at  any 
appropriate  time  in  the  future. 


ft.  SHAHAN  K.  SHAHAN 


Shahan.  former  children  and 
hmilies  pastor  of  First  (Thurtii, 
Birmingham,  wawarrested  Jim. 
I,  2014,  in  the  death  of  his  wife 
Karen  tvho  was  found  stabbed 
to  death  in  their  Homewood 
residence  in  July  2013 


At  the  time  of  his  arrest,  he 
WAS  at  Nashville  International 
Airport  attempting  to  board  a 
plane  to  Frankfurt.  Germany. 
A  prosecutor  in  the  case.  Leigh 
Llwathnev,  had  accused  Shahan 
of  attempting  to  ‘bean  a  new 
life  with  Jus  boyfrienu.  ..  who  he 
intended  to  marry."  the  news 
site  al.com  reported. 

Shahan  had  resigned  his 
post  at  the  church  on  Dec  31, 
20  L3.  saying  he  was  taking  a 
chiJ^n’s  ministry  Assignment 
in  Kazakhstan. 

Marshall's  latest  motion 
means  Shahan.  who  had  been 


under  house  arrest  with  elec¬ 
tronic  monitoring,  can  move 
forward  with  his  life,  his  attor¬ 
ney  .lohn  Lentine  told  al.coin. 
The  attorney  general  readied 
’the  same  ciinclusion  we  knew 
from  the  beginning,"  ai.eom 
guotr’d  Lentine  as  saving. 

Shahan  was  origin^ly  in¬ 
dicted  hy  the  Jefferstin  County 
District  Attorney's  Office,  but 
the  office  recused  itself  fn>m 
the  case  in  December  2016.  and 
requested  that  the  Alabama  at¬ 
torney  genera]  assume  the  pros¬ 
ecution.  A  trial  date  had  already 
heen-set  for  this  May 
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B^aB^tist,  you  ndcht  think 
that  I  thim  mat  baptism  is  impor- 
tuit  tfsayou  areeacdjrrii^ 
Kaoendy  I  was  in  a  church  and  watched 
as  a  yonngatwi  was  being  baptised  and 
anin  I  was  moved  by  its^uty  and  its 
aq^cance  Tbrou^tfaeyearr.Ihave 
Pjutidpated  in  hundMds  of  baptisms. 
The  wonder  of  the  simpte,  yet  smaTin. 
act  came  to  Ufe  before  my  eyes  anew 
andatiesh.  I  was  reminded  of  bow 
import^  baptism  is.  1  thought  about 
tiffing  this  artide 'The  Top  Reasons 
Why  Baptiam  la  Important.'  but  simply 
becauae  of  the  lack  of  space,  1  am  just 
KoinK  to  mention  three  reasons 
bamm  is  of  importance, 
elra*  —  h  was  important  to 
When  Jesus  came  to  John  to 

baptiied,  it  was  not  just  Iw  chance  or 
^■o^ntoranaftertiiought  When 
John  the  Baptiat  aaw  Jesus  coming  to 

Him  and  wanted  to  be  baptised  ^him, 
h  not  to  waab  awior  His  sins  mr  He 
f™“<>w.,butaooordina  to  Jesus,  h  was 
to  show  what  He  woulodo  to  take  our 
dmaysy.  He  would  die,  be  buried,  rise 
hum  the  gnve  for  you  and  for  me.  For 
as  Jeaua  aakl  it,  it  was  to  foffin  all  tiafa- 
teouness.  Wbat  He  was  speaking  STof 
oouKwaatheammiimadMitutionary 
demh  in  our  place  that  6ewo(dd  die  on 
•  ciw  ^  be  bmiad  and  ifoe  trhnii- 
phantiy  the  third  day. 

.  tD  oiytiK  HiBg  (a  iMt,  ke  WM 
M  ^  worthy  to  leoae  His  modab, 

*»  atp^  the  redemptive  act  hietf  in 
Jesw  being 

buM  beoeeffii  ffie  waterVaS  rabedto 
in  newneas  of  life  was  a  signiBeant 
thing.  Prom  that,  you  and  I  bSn  to 
understand  that  to  the  Saviorftoaelf 

csptiam  waa  important.  - 
_ _ 


The  Importance  of  Baptism 


Second  —  h  waa  important  to 
Flrom  a  peraonal  standpoint,  after 
I  had  aocepted  Christ  and  was  saved,  it 

ww  several  weeks  before  I  was  baptist 
Our  churdi  did  not  have  a  butistery 
^so  arraiMements  had  to  te  made 
with  a  neighboring  church  for  us  to  BO 
over  and  uae  thei^ptiatety  to  havT 
baptism  oo  a  Sunday  aftennoo.  kfany 
to  omdurcfa  joined  there  in  the  mid(& 

of  toe  tp  tec  not  oo^  mfffi  n/^ 

foBos^gC^rtliito^^ 

tMB.  ttlMltt 

IK  Pof  cWerlei  M  gwwy  hapHtm 

Ihjto  seen  or  partWpatod  fa.  I  have  le- 
flerted  OB  my  omt  baptism.  Notjmtas 

py  ^  my  sins  and  give  me  hfc. 

••  to  *>«tap«toed  and  for  it  to  be  sepa¬ 
rated  fiom  the  time  I  accepted  Chm  by 
sivMiJ  weeks.  I  knew  that  I  was  saved 
m  goiw  to  heim  If  I  were  to  die  then, 
but  M  tiiat  Sundgy  aftemodti,  ft  was 
my  bfeasfag  and  privilege  to  peiBcmally 


show  to  my  own  life  what  Jesus  had 
done  for  me  -  His  deatfa  burial,  and 
resurrection.  Itwas  vivid  to  me  then;  it 
IS  still  vreid  to  me  today.  I  realized  even 
then  and  even  more  so  now  that  what 
Jera  did  to  baptism,  I  have  the  privilege 
of  d^  ^  and  i>eo^  aieable  to  see 
aUvtot  visible  inesentation  of  what 
Quirt  has  done  to  save  me.  It  was  and 
is  toopoitant  to  me. 

Ttlrd  — hwsmlmportaBtfo 
otfcars.  On  the  dgy  ofYentecost  when 
^ooo  peopk  came  to  know  Ottist. 
^wereb^ittoed.  Whatantocred- 
M  event,  and  ft  oonttoaed  all  through 
tite  hook  ofAetatmtfl  this  dgy.  You 
msbaptoisavividpfctiae.sliv- 
^  moving  nfetnte,  of  what  Christ  has 

boM  for  each  of  us.  ttisabeautifo] 

aaptession  of  our  testimony  that  Christ 
has  given  His  life  for  me,  was  buried 
aM  coae  again,  and  livee  in  me.  Buried 
with  Hun  m  baptism,  raiaed  to  walk  in 
newi^oflife.  That  sii^  beautiful 
■trt>  of  obedieoce  to  foDowtog  Jesus 
speaks  to  other  psople  —  to  our  fsm- 
Uy,  to  our  ftiendit,  to  our  family  of  feith 


uw  uieeiB  ai  toe  cnurcn,  and  maybe  a 
hardhearted  unbeliever  who  is  seeing 
that  amazing  moment. 

Throu^  the  years  M  a  pastor,  I  can 
recall  peemie  who  were  to  our  services 
when  we  had  observed  the  ordinance 

^baptism  and  they  had  never  seen  a 
Mptism.  For  those  of  ns  who  seen 

hundreds  or  thousands  erf  them,  we  loae 
^  sensitivity  of  the  wonder  of  seeing 
tiiis^p^  Their  comments,  fliese 
^  time  obeervets,  opened  the  door 
for  a  conversation  that  tovatiabiy  would 

lead  to  the  ptesentetion  of  the  Go^, 
the  gwd  ^  of  the  living  Savior,  who 
mdeH  bad  given  His  life  for  aO  of  us, 
was  biufed,  then  conquered  death. 

I  v^  never  forget  a  man  who  was 

attending  our  church.  He  was  in  his 

708.  He  had  never  seen  a  baptism  and 
ater  the  service  was  oommenting  to  me 
that  was  the  first  baptism  he  hoc  ever 
s^  (ft  someone  being  immersed.  He 
tinm^  he  was  attending  our  church 
and  could  ten  you  about  when  be  had 

met  Jesw  as  ms  Savior,  had  never  been 
“W**?.*?*^  gently  but  obviously 
making  light  of  us  baptizing  there  to 
the  service.  I  asked  him  if  anyone  had 

explained  to  him  what  the  picture 
ofbap^was.  HeiaidnotRalKand 
»">««titet  was  the  first  one  he  ever  saw, 

*  I™k*<l.him  through  the  wonder  of 
’timtlte  just  saw  that  evening.  Rwas 
several  weeka  later  that  be  came  to  me 

*IJ^  Brt  that  out  of  my 
Bi^  I  JIM  fed  like  ffie  Lord  wanta  nm 
to  do  that.  1  had  the  aTKah 


to  picture  that 

to  the  vmrid  until  his  own  witii  his 
bum  life.  Baptism  is  important  to  Jesus 
Mid  to  me  Mid  to  others.  MMkitdown; 
oaptiem  It  important! 

The  author  can  be  emtaeted  at  (Urtc- 

tiometnbcbjjrg. 


^fert;  Don’t  forget  to  apply  for 
church  utility  tax. exemption 


ByRkkBlyth* 

Cortwapondwit 

In  aoi2,  Mississippi  Goveni2|'‘niil  Bryant 
siped  totolaw  Houae  BUI  sBaOat  exemi 
lurches  feom  paying  salet  tax  on  " 
However,  some  chunmea  may 
^ve  forgotten  that  the  exemp¬ 
tion  is  not  automatic  and  must 
be  appHad  for  ewh  year. 

If  Stour  diurch  naa  docu- 
manution  from  the  U.8.  In¬ 
ternal  Revenue  Service  stating 
mt  the  church  is  a  SotfeX^ 
charitable  organization,  tbra 
simply  copy  the  document 
and  submit  it  to  your  utilire 
impanies. 

- ,  M  ‘focumantation  is  not  avaiiabie,  the  Mit- 
swppi  Department  of  Revenue  CMDOR)  ton 
pla^  on  its  website  a  form  tint  can  be  down¬ 
loaded,  completod,  and  aem  to  each  of  the  ntil- 

itycumpaiiias.  ■gjg 

The  wjp  address  it  dor.ms.gov.  When  tfae 
vrtb  site  n  aceeseed.  look  lor  the  seeidt  engine 

“’Ll*®  type  iTIhe 

wtmfo,  Ctomfr  Uffito  Bxemp<toii,^A/^vit.‘ 
Pieaw  aote  aAdsrlt  notai^cd 

sf jss  itun3i£r,sss?s:j; 

M  or  someone  else  granted  this  euthortetioa 
bytbeoiiifiegBtion. 


the 


M.VTMK 


Aceurdtag  to  the  MDOK  ' 
twta  todudes  leicB  tai  on: 

■  Electriefty. 

■  Current 

■  Power. 

■  Natural  un. 

.  *,  Uqucfio3  petroleum  gas  or  other  fiids  for 
heating. 

■  Lighting  or  other  use. 

■  Fotafaie  water. 

The  afBdavit  will  expire  on  Decemher  31  of  the 

cun^  year  and  a  new  affidavit  must  be  complel- 

•Q  OSCJ)  ySAT. 

ttorea,  bakeries,  etc.,  do  not  qualify 
tor  the  aalca  tu  memption  from  utilities.  Church- 
w  SI*  nciteUg^  for  the  exemption  from  sales 

tax  on  utihtfes  ft  a  oommcrdal  bustom  it  on  the 
sa^  utility  meter  aa  tile  rest  (ft  the  churdi. 

Church  associations  and  other  organizations 
vmoae  puipose  is  to  govern  or  provide  wsiwiiwv** 
to  ite  member  churches  do  not  quaUfr  for  the 
safes  tax  exemption  on  utilities  regardless  of  their 
non-profit  status. 

.  •»«  •  «fow. 

aid  of  all  Cod  baa  entnistod  to  your  chureh,  we 
recommaM^arefa  treasnimm  fiMmdal  tacTCiw- 
^  and  budget  aad  ftoanca  teams  in^iivi. 

Item  on  their  year-end  cheeUists. 

toeJAsris- 
ftedybr  style. 


tlAit  UXT  XiLWi, 

H  US  XRW  VPWUK  TJ  OHJW;  RW  XRUX 

ITSWXR  XT  SW  NRUOO  AWZWP 

RLAYWP;  UAK  RW  XRUX  VWOHWZWXR 

TA  SW  NRUOO  AWZWP  XRHPNX 

BTRA  NHB:  XRHPXQ-JHZW 
Clue;  H  ^  I 

HMfynwMcnguographitandextreheeaurSibk 

Vtopo"  BtTWe  vtrae  has  bmn  en- 
Sf^^**^*"*’*y“?*e  ^^fomeletterissubslitmsd 

Iftepu^  Soto,  by  Mol  amt  error.  Answer  to 

last  ween  inoah:  take  6.  a» 

h  ChsrtM  Mwx.  isJZ-MM.e  JOOI 
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Judges’  ruling 
favors  rights 
for  LGBT’ers 


CHICAGO  (BP)  —  The  United  der  (LGBT)  emnloyees.  The 
States- Cook  of  Appeals  for  case  beun  when  Hively 
the  Seventh  CHrciut  in  Qii-  filed  a  charge  in  December 
cago  ruled  Aprd  4  that  the  2013  with  the  U.S.  Equal 
same  federal  uw  that  guards  Employment  Opportunity 
against  workplace  discrimi-  Commission,  alleging  Ivy. 
nation  baskl  on  relmon  pro-  Tech  Community  College 
tects  against  bias  based  on  in  Valparaiso,  In.,  denied 
sexual  orientation.  her  full-time  employment 

In  an  8-3  decision,  the  six  times  between  2009  and 
court  used  tne  provision  in  2014  because  of  her  sexual 
Title  Vll  of  the  Civil  Rights  orientation. 

Act  of  1964  that  prohibits  In  July  2014,  the  college 
sex  discrimination  to  rule  refused  to  renew  her  part- 
in  favor  of  a  woman  who  Jime  employment  contract, 
contended  she  was  denied  A  federal  district  court 
dismissed  her  law  suit 
and  she  appealed  to  the 
Seventh  Qrcuit. 

The  three  Seventh  Cir¬ 
cuit  juries  who  dissented  in 
the  nkliig  asserted  that  dis- 
crioaination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  is  illegal,  but  re¬ 
jected  Wood’s  deusion  to  in¬ 
terpret  sex  discrimination  to 
include  LGBT  employees. 

‘Sexism  (misandry  and 
misogyny)  and  homophobia 

are  sepa-  _ 

rate  kinds 


full-time  employtnenl  and 
eventually  firra  horn  a  com¬ 
munity  college  because  she 
lives  as  a  lesbian. 

■^tle  VTI  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act 

of  1964  ■bmi 

makes  it- 
unlawful 
for  employ- 
ers  subject 
to  the  Act  mj 
to  discrimi- 
nate  00  the 
basis  of  a 
person’s  tNOOO 
race,  color, 

reitgion,  sex.  or  national  ori- 
gfn...,'  chief  judge  Diane  P. 
wood  wrote  in  the  majori^- 
opinion  posted  on  the  court’s 
weteite. 

"...  We 
conclude 
today  that 
discrimi¬ 
nation  on 
the  basis  of 
sexual  ori¬ 
entation  is  a 
form  of  sex 
discrimi¬ 
nation.  We 
therefore 
reverse  the  district  court  s 
judgment  dismissing  Kim- 
berVv  Hively’s  suit  against 
hy  Tech  foiniminity  Col¬ 
lege  and  remand  for  further 
proceedings. 

“For  many  years,  the 
courts  of  apprals  of  this 
country  understood  the 
prohibition  against  sex  dis¬ 
crimination  to  exclude  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  a 
person's  Sexual  orientation. 
The  Supreme  Cmirt,  how¬ 
ever,  has  never  spoken  to 
that  question.  In  this  case, 
we  have  been  asked  to  take  a 
fresh  look  at  our  position  in 
light  of  developments  at  the 
Supreme  Courl  extending 
over  two  decades.  We  have 
done  so.* 

The  Seventh  Circuit  is  the 
highest  court  to  interpret 
Title  VII  to  include  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgen- 


Armed  Muslim  rampages 
spreading  through  Nigeria 


_ _  kinds 

of  prejoAce 
claa- 
mlfy  people 
distinct 
ways  based 
on  different 
immutable 

characteris-  ■ 

tics,'  judge  SYKES 
Diane  S. 

Sykes  wrote  in  her  di.ssent. 
‘Simply  put,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  di.scrimination  doesn't 
classifv-  people  by  sex;  it 
doesn't  draw  male/female 
distinctions  but  instead  tar¬ 
gets  homosexual  men  and 
women  for  harsher  treat¬ 
ment  than  heterosexual  men 
and  women. 

"To  a  fluent  speaker  ol  the 
English  language  then  and 
now  -  theordinaiy  ineaiiiiig 
of  the  word  sex’  dws  not 
fairly  include  the  concept  of 
'sexual  orientation.'  The  two 
terms  are  never  iLsed  -inter¬ 
changeably,  and  the  latter 
is  not  subsumed  within  the 
former;  there  is  no  overlap 
in  meaning." 

eSA  roday  reported  that 


KEFFI,  Ni9«fia  (BP)  -  Armed  Aminu  Suleiman,  president 
atucks  1^  Muslim  Fulsni  the  association,  suted  in  the 
herdsmen  oo  pK^AominanUy  petitionk  *Mo<rt  of  fanns 
Cluistian  communities  in  Na-  and  viPagaa  are  now  deaerted 
sarawa  state  this  year  have  left  duetolnaecority.* 
mote  than  200  people  dead  and  He  f®“*¥*^*,**i 

detrtroyed  hon«  and  farms,  taclaand\ldnappm&sby  Fulant 
souicw  said.  herdsmen  on  Ajin  Afo  fitmurs 

One  such  attack  on  a  wor-  ^ 
ship  service  on  March  19  in  the  Kokona  Agwada, 
central  Nigerian  state’s  Oshugu 

village  killed  two  Christians  and  The  her^men  w-ith  their 

disced  hundreds  from  the  cattle  would  foreefully  invade 
Ixiko  Development  Area  of  the  a  form  land,  rating  “P 
Nasarawa  Local  Government  stroying  it,  he  r^rted.  Any 
Area  (LGA),  ■  Burvivor  told  form  of  protwt 
Mornins  Star  News.  suH'i  in  attacks.  TTiese  attacks 

*TTie  attack  on  our  village  oc-  ha  ee  left  more  than  200  dead 
cuned  t^  morning  while  we  ard  500  with  several  wounds, 
were  in  the  church,'  the  sur-  while  most  of  the  surviving  mc- 
vivor,  identified  only  as  Ittah,  tims  are  suffenng  from  emo- 
said  on  Match  19.  ‘Out  village  tional  stress, 
head  and  one  other  person  died.  The  ber^^n  attacked 

and  many  were  iqjured.  The  sa<i  Jna*'%t^^’nPoiruS’ 

thing  is  mat  these  Fuliinis  have  Odem  Gida.  CWu,  Ogufa, 

attacking  our  communi-  Oj^,  Gwende,  and  Ajaga,  ac- 
lira,  and  no  one  is  doing  any-  cora^  to  the  p^ion. 
ti^^outit’  We  want  the  government 

^th  murdered  Christians  to  also  ensure  the  security 
were  members  of  the  local  ron-  of 

gregstion  of  the  Evangehcal  against  hither  attacks,  Sulei 
Church  Winniiig  All.  man  stated. 

A  petition  to  Nigeria's  Na-  ,  John  Ifonnedy,  a  spok^M 
tionalAsaembly  by  the  Nasar-  with  the  Nasarawa  State  Pol^ 
awa-based  Aiin  Afo  Develop-  Conima^,  told  Mormng  Sur 
ment  Asaociation  on  March  16  •*“* 

stated  that  since  January  anned  toirard  curtaili^  me 
herdsmen  have  killed  more  than  Fulam  Itodsmen  have  king 
aro^ople  and  injured ^ 

in  pain  Z  dis- 

economic  ectivity  in  our  lands,"  property,  and  religiouR  conflicts. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


UMON  CHURCH,  TYLERTOtWN.'lMMnb/  h«W  a  QA  rK>- 
ogntlion.  Slwwii  art  th«  GA'a  with  leadari  Oaborah  Wtmado 
andNoOy  McKanzia. 


In  other  Church 

News: 

>  MaalMilavilla  Church, 
Noxubau  County,  i«  having  a 

.memorial  aeivice  May  7. 11  a.m., 
foUovreo  fav  lunch.  Kanodl  Cre^ 
spee^ten  Jim  Sc  Linda  Gi^ory, 
muaic. 

>  County  Una  Church, 
Ovott,  ia  boating  a  Hojpe  for  the 
Home  coniprence  Apru  aS  -  29. 
The  confoience  ia  established  to 
bring  ht^  and  encouragement 
to  fiuniliM  that  have  experienced 

'  the  destructive  Uies^e  of  a 
fomily  member  or  Mend.  Friday 
registration,  6  p.m.;  Saturday 
acaainn,  8:30  ajn.  Free. 


NEM  PROSRECT  CMUnCM. 

OUVE  BRANCH.  laoanUy  Ofdamad  RETHCL  CHURCH.  BOOUE  CMITTO,  oatabrated  Easter 
Daniel  Biooki  (Mt)  as  daecon.  Pic-  with  family  piza  hnw  and  a  gfcmHOthedark  agg  hunt.  Mal- 

tued  wNi  BnMtca  ia  Plor  Boh  CwM.  thaw  Qazaway.  pealor. 


Patfioia  Ethridge.  Jarabath  Mahler.  Sarah  Kirtay. 
Sherry  Jonae.  and  Usa  Fortner  wW  serve  as  oP 

ficara  of  the  MISSI8SIRRI  BAPTIST  MIN¬ 
ISTRY  ASSISTANT  ASSOCIATION  IMB- 
MAA)  for  the  200-18  year. 


UTTIE  BAHALA  CHURCH,  WESSON,  obaarvad  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  with  a  sunrise  aarvica  at  Laka  Unootrr. 


Homecoming 


h  Now  Irtiand  Church,  aju.;aendcea,uajn,,ft)ik>wed 
UnioN:  145th  bomefoaing,  by  hini%  Mu  Dee  JcScks, 
Apr.  30;  Sunday  Sdtool,  10  speaker;  Hark  Jones,  music. 


NEW  VISION  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  bald 
thair  annual  Eaatar  agg  hunt  Aivil  9  at  lha  honta 
of  Sisay  WbRsoa. 


VQU’BEtNVITEOTQ^ 

GARAYWA  REUHION 

70^”  AHNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIOH 

‘^fND  us  FAITHFO^’ 

MAY  6,  2017  •  12:30  •  3:30  P.M 

312  CAMP  GARAYWA  ROAD,  CUNTON.  M£| 


Our  Guruyuu  ttpry.  rutmion  of  pMl  aw* 
and  a*  GurMise  tWndi  (SMTa  you!),  eampua  taum 


SmUB.  CHURCH.  POPLARVfUE. 
leaders  of  each  group. 


itpognbrn  ha  RA'a.  GA'a.  ar>d  youth  group  as  ^ 


OoNWOt  AieW  OiaieN' 1*  hdUnganSr^vaiRNuirg  or  e01'4e*-70S4 

iwsr  UMCN  AROMOEO.  NO  IKOMTIMTIDW  MKNSREO. 

com  caLmurt  mm  u»t 

^  ru  Akin  Kir  ^ 

a  V.  *» 

ur  wnoi  f) 

LtlAlYumU 

fit  WUt\LU. 
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^ ^ ^ CHURCH.  RICHLAND,  cJw  h^ 


Q.  HOW  DOES  ABUSE 
AFFECT  SPIRITUALITY? 


Bible  Drills 


\ 

s 

i  j 

1 

« 

■ 

5r 

R  0  ^ 

9  m 

Ma)r  ItA  19  8  AM  -  5  PM.  *»bwood 


A4)r  13  &  14,  0  AM  -  5  PM  MS 

‘  -ourfyord  MowWa*  fWxW"oi 


Th«  3rd  -  6th  grade  Bible  driR  team  of  CUMBER¬ 
LAND  CHURCH,  CUMBERLAND,  presemed 
what  they  learrted  in  the  evening  worahip  servica  of 
the  church  in  preparation  for  the  associational  drill 
Chris  Barrow,  pastor 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  BOQUE  CHIT- 

TO,  had  three  participants  who  achieved 
Excellent  in  the  Lincoln  Association  and 
State  drills.  Shown,  back  row,  are  Mitch 
Reeves  and  Brandon  Welch  front  row  Jax 
Leggett  Hal  Halten.  pastor 


College  News 


WtLUAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  faculty  member 
Judy  Prehn  recervad  the  'Best  Poster  Award'  at  the 
10th  Annual  World  Conferenoa  on  Pediatrics.  Pediat- 
nc  Gastroenterology,  and  Nutntion  held  March  23-25. 
20T7,  in  Orlando.  Florida  The  poster  subfect  was  'de¬ 
creasing  sourxf  and  vibration  dunng  ground  transport 
of  infants  with  very  low  birth  weight  '  Prehn  lives  m 
Purvis  and  IS  an  associate  professor  of  physical  thera¬ 
py  and  cfamcal  education  director  at  WCU  Presenting 
the  award  is  Joseph  Mathew.  Postgraduate  Institute 
of  Medical  Education  and  Research.  India 


In  other  Colle9e  News: 

►  CJov.  Phil  Bryant  will  address  Missis¬ 
sippi  Collage's  Cta.ss  of  2017  at  Spring  coni- 
tiienrefnent  on  the  Clinton  canipas.  Seis  ing 
1^  second  term  as  Mississippi's  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  Br^nt  will  also  receive  an  honorary  dix-- 
torate  during  ceremonies  May  5  for  the  .MC 
Gi^uate  School.  A  former  Mls-sinippi  College 
political  sdenre  iirstructor.  llrvant  speaks 
at  the  projpam  hegimiing  7  p.rn.  that  Kridav 
evemng  at  the  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum.  Up  to  264 
Rraduate  .students  .seek  dipk>ma&. 

>•  YourUxjdSecurity  raiikcii  William  Carey 

Uiiiversity  as  the  safest  campus  in  Mississippi 
ui^its  'S^est  CoDege  Campus  by  State*  ie(x)rl 
retewed  April  4.  Using  data  and  statistics  fomi 
the  FBI  and  U.S.  Department  of  Rducatkin 
YourUx^Security  Isolaterl  the  safest  college 
canipus  in  each  slate,  hasec*  >n  low  rrina*  rates 
arxl  programs  designed  to  pnnTde  on \ainpiLs 
pweetion.  These  rankings  take  crimesYeixiri 
ed  by  iiniversitii's  and  play-  them  into  fhrw 
main  calegorii*:  viotent  crime,  p-  riiur 

and  violence  against  wonwn 
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Air  Force  disciplines  Christian  flight  surgeon 


Pint  Ubaty  ii  demanding  praototed  fmn  lieutenant  ool-  *We  don't  know  all  of  the  Berry  said  cases  such  as  Ma-,  ^  j 

that  dM  Air  Force  rescind  Me-  oori  to  colonel,  but  the  letter  details  because  the  Air.  Force  drid’s  are  becoming  nmre  com-  . 

Coy’s  offidal  letter  of  admon-  virtually  ensures  that  Madrid  redacted  the  investigator's  moninmOitatyhie. 

iahmMit  from  Madrid’s  penna-  will  not  promoted  to  the  legal  analysis  and  the  conclu-  *At  First  liberty  Institute, 

nent  record  or  fiioeluidiNle^  netrt  rank  of  nrigadier  general,  sion  that  ultimately  deared  we’ve  seen  muttime  cases  in  , 

action.  The  letter  of  adminisn-  Berry  said.  Ramer,  the  died-  Col.  Madrid,’  Ihilin  said  which  militaiy  uncials  have 

_ ment  denies  Madrid’s  pUre  could  lead  to  Madrid’s  Match  29.  *11ie  false  aocusa-’  refiiaed  to  tolerate  service 

due  process.  First  Lit>-  aemotkm,  causing  him  to  ioae  tions  are  not  somethiitg  we  members'  eradhional  rdidous 

I  erty  aBeges,  and  ds-  tens  of  dM>asapds  of  dollars  in  want  to  repeat.  Col.  Madrid  beliefit,’  Beny  said.  ‘Colond  y: 

crimiiiates  againat  the  active  duty  and  reliied  pay,  the  categorical^  denies  making  Madrid  doesn’t  hide  the  fart 

devout  Chr&tian  be-  attorneysaid.  those  statements  and  finds  that  he  ia  a  devout  Christian.  ’ 

cause  be  bdieves  mar-  The  Air  Force  has  adoMwd-  the  statements  ofiensive.*  We  are  concerned  that  Mi^r 

riage-io  a  sacred  union  edged  leceiM  of  Fust  Liberty’s  Madrid,  a  member  of  the  General  McCoy  judged  Emd 

between  one  man  and  request  but  has  not  responded.  Christian  nondenominational  puniahed  Madrid  —  a  decorat- 

onewoman.  About  2,500people  have  signed  Oak  Hills  Church  in  San  An-  ed  Air  Force  ofBoer — because 

’Cedonri  Madrid  a  letter  at  IibertyInstitute.cDm  tonio,  has  served  in  the  Air  he  became  aware  of  Cofenel 

'  submitted  to  an  exten-  in  support  of  Maorid,  Bern  told  Forte  for  26  years.  He  ia  a  four-  Madrid's  traditiiHial  rdigious 
sive  mflitary  investiga-  Baptist  Press  (BP)  ou  April  3.  time  recipient  of  the  Meritori-  views.  If  so,  that  not  only  harms 

tion  and  the  Air  Force  deam  'First  Libet^s  next  st^  dc-  ous  Service  Medal  that  recog-  the  milit^,  but  it  is  iBq^.* 

him.  Major  General  McCoy  pends  entiicly  [on]  how  the  Air  nixes  ‘singularly  ditfinctive  The  airman  who  made  the 
has  no  ri^  to  ignore  the  rule  Force  respow,'  Berry  said,  accomplishments.’  accuaatkms  aninst  Madrid, 

of  law  aM  arbitrarily  decide,  ’We  are  keeping  all  available  ’I  feel  like  the  full  power  of  whom  Pint  Lfoerty  did  not  . 
mote  than  two  yean  lat«r  and  options  on  the  table.’  the  Air  Force  is  coming  down  name,  was  court-martialed  af- 

witbout  any  new  evidence,  that  The  exact  derogatory  cbm-  on  me  because  of  my  faith,’  ter  being  found  guilty  of  mul- 
he  can  punWi  CoL  Madrid,’  ments  Madrid  was  accused  Madrid  said  in  the  First  Lib-  tiple  cnininal  censes,  nrst 
said  Mike  Berry,  Pint  liberty  of  making  have  not  been  re-  erty  press  release.  ’Now,  after  Libeity  said,  including  Olegally 

senior  counsel  and  director  «  leulad,  as  the  Air  Force  has  more  than  a  quarter-century  bringmg^a  loaded  weapon  onto 

miUMy  affinrs,  in  a  March  lesmctad  the  information  bom  of  service  to  this  nation,  I  feel  the  Air  Force  base,  preacribing 

new*  release.  the  cme  First  lAcrty  chief  like  I  constantly  have  fo  look  narcotics  ilknlly  and  perform- 

WMeha  before  MeCoy  issued  communications  officer  Kassie  over  my  shoulder.  Ifk  incred-  ingdutieswhBe  under nieinfiu- 

tha  letter,  Madrid  had  been  DidinmidBP.  ibly  intimidating.*  ence  of  narcotics.  >,  iir 


SAN  ANTONIO  (BF)  -  Ftast 
liberty  Institute  in  Piaao,  Tex¬ 
as,  is  sedditg  justice  for  U,S. 
Air  Force  Col.  Michad  Madrid, 
a  flight  surgeon  die  instkiite 
believes  was  wroi^  repri¬ 
manded  in  2016  for  _ _ 

his  Christian  rdigious  ; 
beliefii  about  marriage  . 

'  and  sexuality. 

The  U.S.  Air  Force  ^^B 
oridnaljy  cleared  Ma-  ^^B 
drid  in  2014  of  chaigas  ^^B 
that  he  m^  unaim-  ^^B 
stflntiated  derogatory 
comments  against 
homoeexnality  to  an 
openly  homosexual 
airman  prior  to  the  airman’s 
court  martial  for  unrelated 
criminal  oAenaee.  However, 
when  Madrid  was  placed  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Mgj.  Gen. 
John  E.  MeCtw  two  years  after 
the  case  was  cloaed,  McCoy  ac- 
cuaed  Madrid  of  having  lied' 


Center  for  Baptist  Renewal 
focuses  on  histofic  church 


m  R  CURRENTL'T  ACCEPTMO  KE-  CAROWfli.  W.  H  UAKE  COUdY  B 
SUMES  KM  SEMOa  MtTOR.  NmimM  CIMNEMTUr  MXEFTMO  RESUICS  KM 
-nif la MiS to Sany MsSngsr m MmS-  SUU,inKSagltM.rtoMiito«lasuiito»to 
IsXpBngMOadi  SSFrimtofiriMEou.  Oton  Gnmlr.  313S  Itocky  KM  W.  Cutage 

nseawi.  Ml. mi 


SHAWNCp,  O^.  (BP  and  lo-  playiiu  Anglican  or  Roman' 
cairaportal-  T^profafnars,  Catholic.  That'a  not  what  we 

by  Baptist  catholic- 
UnJversity  (OBU)  m  Shawnee  hy,’  Stamps  said.  ’Insteaui, 
and  the  other  ftu— i-  -  ■  ■  -  .  .  . 

Baptist  Uldvertil 
Rivefside,  are  at 
Of  the  new  Center  for  Bap-  body  of  Christ  and  the  historic 
list  Renewal  (CBR)  that  aims  Christian  tradition.* 

to  Muip  pastors  and  -  The  center  began  to 

leaders  to  incorporate  .  take  shape  at  the  2014 

perspective  ai^  prac-  .  Evangelical  Theologi- 

historic  ca]  Society  (ETS)  an- 

church  within  their  lo-  nual  meeting  when 

cal  coi^regatioits.  Emetaon  and  Stamps 

..  **  “"J?'  l>«»«>ted  a  paper  on 

'“Jriors  of  the  the  topic  of  Baptist 

online  CBR  are  Mat-  artholiaty. 

thew  Y.  Em«ryiii,OBU  Emerson  recount- 

aaatataBt  profca^  of  OkCRBON  ed  how  the  paper 

rdigiM  a^  Yidda  of  aparked  the  ideV  for 

’Brandon  and 

^  Reliri^  and  fo  WinMon  encounteied 


■  David  S.  Oodeiy.  prcai- 
dent  of  Triuity  latenianooal 
University  in  Deerfield,  IL 

_  „  ,  N  Michael  A.G.  Haykin. 

J™"*  '**  **>*”*  to  do  ia  to  professor  of  church  history 

-CBin  in  help  Baptists  better  situate  and  bibli^  spirituality^  and 

broadM  director  of  the  Andrew  Fuller 
-  •.••••  Center  for  Baptist  Studies  at 

Southern  Seminary  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

■  Nathan  Finn,  dean  of  the 

School  of  Theofo^  and  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  '  '  ■  • 

tian  thoui 


LOCMED  SI  aaxxi.  b  waybifuuy  mckkm  b  ommniiy  /uxestmo 
«gKM6  A  mvOCATUNM.  M«C  aEaUBESKMAPMmnNuiiMonbt 
MSKramitimaBntolMdtMBM  HiS  to  RR8C.  «22  RayiniMl  Rmd.  Jactoon 
anS  ooSMSinary  Mntos.  Wi  Itopt  S>  M  fS  SUIZ  MYN  Paator  S«ad<  oonaritoa  or 
apyacc*  ale  aiy^  AaCi^  m  adig  and  anal  isaiaTiaa  to  n6qiaatoiaaaitti17Qgmaa 


to  learn  nom  the  wisdom  of 
the  ancient  church,  the  medi- 

-  i  -  aval  diurch.  the  Reformation, 

Bmtist  catholicity  at  evangelicalism,  and  of  course 
CrisiMl,  uid  when  our  ovm  Baptist  tradition.’ 
Brandon  beard  of  The  center’s  leaders  aim  to 
out  JPfPer  he  asked  if  foster  unity  despite  denomi- 
we  d  be  interested  in  national  diffe.ences,  with 
starang  a  center.  He  Stamps  noting,  ’At  times,  we 
•D®  Winston  drafted  will  need  to  critique  other 
Chriatian  tradhfons  but  at 
other  times  —  and  in  many 
ways  this  is  the  more  treach- 
are  a  troua  and  neglected  path  — 
we  need  to  state  our  apprecia- 
jzr  —  IT*-,'— •  — Y  *be  insigfafi  of  other 

center’s  viaion.  ndasioo.  and  traditiona  and  mere  impor¬ 
ts*’**'  **  fot  the  great  tradi^n 

-V  “•»****  ^  Trinitarian  orthodoxy  that 

we  an  share  in  common; 
a,  dean  The  center  intends  to  hold, 
ohool  at  ita  first  event  st  the  RTS  an- 
io  Hr-  nual  asaatitg  In  November  in 
FrovldeaoerR.1. 


SJrSi.TKriS*'  PhaJOTOV  «|  Mtokto.  smfmmm.  CM  1400«1. 
wOi  PlMi»ai>143SA3»7 _ _  BtWgimlwiWTiinartaMtocsOretoCBnl 

!!ff^  y?*?.,***^-  AmMOAME  BEACHBDE  VnCwEg 

**  *.^  ^  *  m  pitow  » Ito  Sian  wmaMthotogm 

Mlf  ThaOtad^  teWHM  -  ***^*'^ 

aateto  CnssaitoMuii  mtopoitonl  CnSKl 

ISseaOI-aiMMSgItogslionabycgii  £?ii*SSri °*  «  WM  SMwn 
#wwDotAmwiaB.wc,3towoMst  raTimtons!!!!!!!! **?• 

•*IUBUR#  W»L-  CBSI  auaiSil  MdBmMMnttMiapaildM 
QaMcrSU.K2-0«)1oEiar|«M7^  "IT." 

MiWtorHaTTHnvtobooWc  "2?  '“i*  .<>*»" 


DiDie  nanaianon  team  stamm 

M-UfeWay  (Thristiim  a  proposal,  and  we 

Resotneta  In  Nashville,  is  the  then  sent  It  out  to  potential 
centers  editorial  director,  fellowi.’ 

Wi^op  Hottroan,  director  of  The  CBR's  follows _ 

inyltutional.  effecHveneaa  at  gwp  of  pastors  and  scholars 
CnswMl  OoUe»  in  IMQaa,  is  who  ambody  and  support  the 
the  oparatioaa  director.  — 

The  center  launched  Mardi 

13  at  eenterferbaptistreoewal.  _ _ 

com,  and  sets  forth  tha  coe-  leaden  ««/->■  as: 
J^of^iFtfotcatholWty'to  ■  Ttoothy  < 

of  iaeBon  nl^ 
pl^  to  Otristian  biatoty.  Samfotd  Onivei 

^a  are  not  juat  Baptiato  Al. 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  w.iy,  truth,  and  life. 

Simpty  sharp  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
in  vour  own  words: 
^  t-ord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  i|  have  sinned.) 

M  I  'vani  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

W .  y  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

5.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
Rrave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
n>v  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  jesus.) 

.  ■  8v  faith,  I  invite  lesus  Christ  into  my  life. 

From  this  time  on,  t  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  lord.) 
ereoer/  him.  to  them  he  e.oi‘  the  r/f/it  to  hetonie  thildnm  ot 
Ci)d,  even  to  llmw  a/io  he/teip  in  hi'>  lunir."  ilohn  t:12i 
'<  i'ion  lot  Christ  lodav,  (oiilarl  a  lot  at  Southern  Baptist  ihiirih 

for  spiritual  giiidaine. 


JThig  botvof  ^  the  uhiiiiate 
affinnation  of  quality  and  ex- 
yflence  in  the  care  U  pabeota 
from  nursing  and  from  evci-v- 
one  in  the  organization.  Wor^ 

ouinot  express  die  gratitude  we 
have  towards  ail  our  staff  talcing 
us  on  this  journey  to  improve 
patient  outcomes  at  the  same 
time  increasing  job  satisfrc- 
tkm,’  said  Botmie  Ware,  BHS 
diief  nursii^  officer  and  BMC 
chM  operating  officer. 

‘(RJeaching  Magnet  Status 
validates  the  organization's 
work  to  provide  the  best  care 
from  a  team  effort  and  through 
evidenced-haaed  practices.’ 

_  ANCC  defines  a  Magnet  bos- 
one  where  nursing  care 
resuha  in  exceDent  patient  out- 
comes  and  where  nurses  main- 

tain  hi^  levels  of  job  sadsfac-  ■'•"'lONAL  AWARD  —  The  board  of  directors  for  Baptist 

tioo.  Magnet  status  include'.  h™dical  Center  (BMC)  in  Jackson  presented  the  hospital's  nursing 

leaders  with  plaques  to  commemorate  the  prestigious  Magnet  Rec- 
ognifion  Progtam«  award  the  hospital  received  from  the  accraditmg 
ertn  of  ^  American  Nurias  Association  On  hand  ware  (from  left) 
Karfen  Turbewlle.  BMC  board  of  directors  char.  Bobbie  Ware.  BapM 
Health  Systerhs.  bx:,  (BHS)  chief  nursavg  officer  and  BMC  chaef 
op^tH^  offi^.  Brenda  Howaa.  BHS  vioepreaidart  of  nursing:  Skg> 

_ y  .  --T  -  - - Tm*  Magars.  BHS  nure- 

- r  is  a 

ocxrteey  of  BMC) 

dons  than  any  other  hospital 
in  Missiasippi. 

'■  j  fWvding  in  iqii  as 
first  ho^ital,  BMC 
uided  by  its  Christian 
medical  center  treats 
patients  fiom  all  83  Mississippi 
m  counties  and  all  50  states.  Its 
„  ,  ,  of  medical  stuff  includes  appmxi- 

st  Hospit^''^  mately  6<v>  board-certified 
.  -  .'Urgery,  joint  physicians  representing  more. 

repiaoMnent,  and^proetate  sur-  than  50  medic^  spedaities  and 

about  900  nurses. 

BMC  employs  over  .1.700 


MS.r4  udio 


Design  A  Integrstion  of  Proftstional  Audio, 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Cqurpnient  sales,  service  and  installation 


Video,  A  Lighting 


varxjus  departipents  through¬ 
put  the  medical  ixiiter  beW 
uivoived  in  the  evaluation  m 
outcomes  and  deolsioo-making 
in  Mdent  care  deUvety. 

™  Magnet  Pro|^a  rec- 
ogniM  that  the  organiratioo 
provides  resources  for  nuiaea  to 
wodniie  lifelong  learning  and 
knows  a  low  staff  mine  turn¬ 
over  rate.  The  program  is  based 
on  five  coRpnnciples; 

■  Transfonna^nal  leader¬ 
ship. 

■  Structural 


Ph  60I-923-W47 
Fax  601-924-2880 


JamigaaB^  board  of  trvistaat  chair,  and  Tma  Magars.  BHS  nv 
srg  encalonca  arxl  resaarch  coordmator.  Baptist  Medical  Canlar 
division  of  Baptnt  Health  Systems,  hvc.  (Photo 

environment  where  eveiypne's 
role  is  valued.  It  also  rentes 
proyidiiig  a  safe  environment  Since  its' 

_ _  .  “d  fostering  a  stroi^  eoUab-  Jackson’ 

■  i  “"fP*  vvork  effort  »Si  pi  ' 

■  Exemplaiy  prafearionai  dans  and  others  on  the  £ 

■  Sl.  V  j  .  caieteam.’ 

■  Nw  ktiowtedge.  mnova-  BMC  was  recogniied 

and  improvements.  got?  by  Healthr  ' 

■  iMptricmoiitcomes.  America's  too  f 

BMCs  nursing  excellence  for  orthopedic 

Id  research  cooroinator,  Tina  r  ’  _  _  _  „ 

1“  ^  hospital  was  selected 

emedical  wol^r  s  level  at  as  one  of  America’s  50  Best 
im^care  to  the  attention  HospitsJs  for  vascular  surgery,  hedtlxare 

sddition,  for  two  yean  af«  sie 
Our  Jouny|f  to  Excellence  in  a  row  BMC  rereivedthe  iS;oooia 
volyn  eventimig  from  ensur-  Healthgndes  Out.standing  v^aee  an 
Patient  Experience  Award  anf  depaitmen 
holds  more  Joint  Commisaion  ^Kr^ 
tient  care  and  a  healthy  work  Disease  Specific  Certifies-  mbbsotg. 


SilbmktioH  GukhliitBs  ^ 

The  SaptiM  Raoord  •  pfMaad  to  puUWi  nows  and 
Pholagmphs  oLagMiH  oMnaa  M  Mre  piM  m  Roapamtmg 

ehuaohsB  of  iIm  WNiiiiltigl  6apci«  CrnuMWiin.  h«ns 

•ntVor  photogiephs  dopicting  bmtafiis  and  activitree  for  smajfa 
Or  eukid*  organoationt  wi(  nm  be  pufaSshod. 

^afarred  araothod:  nsms  may  be  aubmittod  alaomwarife 
^dkamaa  aJfeen  belmw.  and  mual  bo  tnolwfed  si  ttre 
■Waags  aaghime  of  an  wmoil  form.  8sBondar>  indfiad;  nows 
..;f|igb>M»swritranofnaatfypnntedooa  1/2  by  pw 
kMiii.  AR  artidM  mual  ha  rearisM  ki  vsrfaii^  no  aw 

Ig  vi«  b*  aocoptad  over  iba  telepbwm  0u8 10  aveepnaort 

^^Afsais.  nosaxt  aWachmanu  w«ho  grropiw  Ptiohv^ 
iPbcivnaiis  In  jf>CQ  forMst  «•  pwnvhiitalt 

Plaan  matai  artidaa  eawojai  Indadoffin  sshft  whot.  avhan. 
whan  dilaSs  of  the  story,  aiottg  with  a  oonanm  pervm's 
■kfiiaii  kid  totephore  n.jrrdMr 

Photographs  must  ba  sufanMted  slactronicMy  vn  »ma*  os 
anachmem  in  JPEG  fomiM  Hard  copy  photognpha  mailod 
tha  poolal  aarvtes  wW  not  ba  aoeaplod.  Phokupaphs 
mi.— y  -  1  shacA  and  weWighted  Photogngihs  muM  dspict 
POceie.  fJa  '.arKkeape-.  building-,  or  obfechonly  photographa  wil 
bo  prsded  Photogruphs  ooreaining  xwpproprlste  gesnirT!-  and 
objocbonabla  clothing  w(8  rKX  be  pufalWiad.  Cell  phone  phoao- 
wid  odw  kwv  resofunan  items  thet  do  not  repi^hiee  well 
Oh  newisp.«g  an  ganareBy  not  publithable. 

Fhwe  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  phologf..,j.'is 
"n  .  be  published,  and  unsoheitsd  material  wiN  not  be 
.1:  ‘Kiiuwi^iaad  or  catumad.  Al  nawi  itamc  era  subject  to 
•Pfing-  and  al  photographs  an  subiact  to  cropping  Nfw^ 
iWmi  end/or  photographs  can  ba  published  one  time  only. 
Deedhhe  lor  nritmittkig  news  it  one  week  poor  to  requested 
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How  Do  We  Remember?  •  Matthew  26: 1 7-30 


irtat  t.  How  do  you  come  to  the  wilderness.  We  can  use  this  time 
to  renew  our  faith  that  God’s  promise 
to  deliver  vou  is  true. 

ll  •Bread  is  served.  In  the  Holy  Place, 

mdi'ig  more  about  the  there  was  the  ‘shewbread’  on  the  table 
eal  .vas  helped  me  to  pray  to  remind  the  people  that  God  was  with 
:lem  mts  are  given  in  the  them.  (Exodus  25:30)  It  was  a  reminder 
»r.  There  were  four  cups  of  God's  PRESENCE,  PROVISION,  and 
ida))urpo8e.  PROMISE  When  Jesus  hdd  ap  the 

ip  —  To  remember  God’s  bread  and  said  this  was  His  botfy  the 
fro  n  Eg)T)t.  Egypt  was  discifte  knew  what  He  meant.  When 
f  we  I 

g  f  of  the  bread, 

perhaps  we 

I  fflPT  V  need  to  fo- 

r  Z*  V  ■  cus  upon 

His  Pres¬ 
ence  which 
is  always 
there,  that 


We  lived  nearly  20  years  in  South  ing)  is  imj 
Florida  where  there  is  a  large  Jewish  His  table: 
population  including  a  great  number 
ofoehevingMessiamc  Jews.  They  well  ^5** 
know  how  the  New  Testament  has  fill-  Unders 
filled  the  Old  Testament  in  many  areas 
but  for  our  puiposes  specificaUy,  the 
Lard’s  Supper.  ’The  Passover  Meal  was  ^ 

tbe  Jewisn  meal  of  remembering  the  and  each  I 
wonderful  works  of  God  and  remem-  *  *•*  * 
berina  His  future  promises.  Jesus  and  deiiveram 
HU  d.'aciples  were  obeerving  thU  Pass-  *  **“1* 
over  Meal.  Our  understanding  it  bet-  “  ®  J*  *  I 
ter,  in  ito  order  and  purpose,  should 
enhance  the  observance  of  the  ordi- 
nance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  and 

the  areas  of 
slavery  in 
our  lives. 
(Perfection¬ 
ism,  Iwl- 
ism,  selnsh- 


wnen  later  —  meaning  at  His  glorious  retvJtn 
partake  at  the  WeiWne  Feast  of  the  Lamb  (Rev¬ 
elation  19.)  All  believers  will  drink  of 
this  cup  with  Jesus  on  that  day. 

I  Corinthians  11:23-26,  Paul's  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  quotes  Jesus 
as  saying,  “Db  this  in  remembrance  of 
me."  We  are  a  forgetful  people  and 
need  to  be  reminded  time  and  again 
the  wonderful  things  God  has  done 
for  us.  We  have  too  often  observed 
our  ordinances  of  Baptism  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  Lord’s  Supper  without  truly 
understanding  and  perhaps  they  have 
become  ritualistic  and  boring.  This  les¬ 
son  was  a  bit  different  but  my  prayer  is 
that,  as  we  truly  understand  the  seri¬ 
ousness  of  the  fulfillment  God  set  forth 
in  the  Old  Testament  we  will  long  to  sit 
at  His  table  and  remember. 

Grace  is  a  Bible  teacher,  conference 
leader,  and  member  of  First  C/iurefi, 
Clinton. 


Cleansing 

The  first  part  of  the  observance  of 
Passover  included  cleansing.  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  priests,  before  entering  the 
Holy  Placi^  had  an  intense  eight-day 
time  of  consecration  but  needed  to 
wash  tbe.r  hands  and  their  f^  be¬ 
fore  entering  to  remove  any  dirt  they 
picked  up  on  the  way  .  Before  the  Pass- 
over  meal,  the  disciples  vrould  have 
washed  their  hands  but  John’s  Gospel 
tells  that  Jesus  washed  the  disciples’ 
feet,  as  well.  This  was  significant.  Pe¬ 
ter’s  refusal  and  subsequent  'wash 
me  all  overt'  caused  Jesus  to  state 
he  was  already  clean  except  from  the 
daily  grim,  (hands  and  feet)  If  we  are 
to  truly  serve  Him,  confesaion  (wash- 


Life  in  the  Church  •  /  Peter  4:7-1 1 


In  1974  Johnny  Cash  c^e  out  with 
one  of  the  greatesMietiiotic  songs  of  all 
time;  Ragged  Old  Flag.  The  tong  chron¬ 
icled  theltotory  of  America,  the  wars 
uid  crises  we  have  been  throi^,  and 
the  resilience  of  the  American  nag  that 
stQl  fliea  proudly  across  our  nation. 

The  Church  of  CSirist  has  been 
through  a  lot  since  being  birthed  at 
Pentecost  over  2.000  years  ago,  but 
the  is  as  strong  today  as  she  ever  was 
because  she  is  an  eternal  entity.  In  fact, 
Jesus  himself  guaranteed  that  the  gates 
of  hell  would  not  be  strong  enough  to 
atop  the  church  and  the  truth  she  es¬ 
pouses  (Matt.  16;  18). 

in  the  passages  before  us  this  week 
the  Apostle  Peter  reminds  us  that  our 
iden^  in  Christ  dictates  and  defines 
our  relationship  with  church  family 
members.  We  need  to  be  connected 
to  other  behevers.  God  knew  this 
and  that's  one  reason  he  created  the 
church.  We  can’t  grow  or  be  healthy 
in  isolation. 

But  the  Church  has  never  been  per¬ 
fect  because  it  is  made  of  imperfect 
people.  And  unfortunately  sometimes 
things  ^ppen  in  congregations  that 
cause  believers  to  get  hurt,  become 
angry,  and  leave.  Sadly  thoiw  who  do 
leave  and  never  plug  back  into  a  lo¬ 
cal  body  of  Christ  become  easy  prey 


when  they  cordon  their  lives  off  from 
other  Christians.  There  is  danger  in 
going  it  alone  because  Tour  enemy 
me  devil  prowls  around  like  a  roaring 
lion  looking  for  someone  to  devour 
(l  Pet.  5:8  NIV). 

In  1  Peter  4:7  the  Peter  gives  us  a 
strategy  for  keeping  our  churches 
strong  and  healthy.  First  we  are  to  pray 
for  others  and  with  others.  There  is 
no  greater 
spiritual 
weapon 
that  God 
has  given 
his  church 
than 
prayer.  In¬ 
tercessory 
prayer  is 
a  power¬ 
ful  way  to 
demonstrate  your  love  for  fellow  be¬ 
lievers.  This  kind  of  praying  is  other- 
centered.  Many  times  as  a  pastor,  I 
have  felt  the  prayers  of  the  congrejw- 
tion  I  serve.  Frankly,  it  provided  the 
fuel  I  needed  to  keep  going.  When 
we  truly  love  each  other  we  will  pray 
for  one  another.  And  God  hears  those 
prayers.  Use  your  direct  connection  to 
God  to  pray  for  and  with  your  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ. 


Studies  for  Life 

nith  Jim  Burnett 


In  I  Peter  4:8-9  Peter  gives  us  the  sec¬ 
ond  step  in  our  strateg)-  to  strengthen 
our  churches  and  make  them  healthy: 
love  one  another.  I  like  to  work  with 
wood  and  build  things.  But  I  am  by 
no  means  a  carpenter,  not  even  close. 
That’s  why  I  always  purchase  plenty  of 
caulk  for  most  of  my  projects.  Caulk 
covers  a  multitude  of  my  mistakes. 
Thai’s  exactly  what  Peter  said  Ipx'e 
would  do  'for 
offenses.  It 
covers  over 
them. 

The  kind 
of  love  Peter 
is  prescrib¬ 
ing  does  not 
always  come 
easy.  It  re¬ 
quires  that 
we  work  at 

our  relationships  with  one  another, 
that  we  give  each  other  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt.  When  we  offend  we  ask  for¬ 
giveness.  When  we  are  offended  wc  of¬ 
fer  forgiveness  That’s  just  what  Chris¬ 
tians  do.  There  should  be  absolutrI> 
nothing  we  can’t  vrork  out  because  of 
our  relationship  with  Jesus.  The  blood 
of  Christ  is  powerful  when  applied. 
What  he  did  on  that  cros.s  for  us  should 
trump  any  and  all  sins  ecmmitteri 


against  us.  A  part  of  loving  each  other 
is  being  hospitable  or  friendly.  Smile 
at  your  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 
Shake  their  haiid.s.  Uive  on  them,  for 
this  fosters  unity  and  strong  bonds,  but 
do  it  genuinely. 

.A  third  thing  we  can  do  to  make  our 
churches  .strong  and  health!  is  serve 
one  another.  In  i  Peter  4:  ton  Peter 
reminds  us  that  God  has  given  every 
single  believer  at  least  one  gift  .vnd 
then  he  tells  us  why  .  to  serve  others, 
as  good  stew  ards  of  the  varied  era.ee  of 
Goo.  But  this  God-given  must  be  used 
in  the  strength  of  the  laird  and  for 
his  glorv . 

.■\re  vou  .serving  the  laird  by  using 
the  gift  or  gifts  he  na-  given  you?  Tliere 
is  much  joy  in  being  used  by  GikI.  Un¬ 
fortunately  many  church  inemhers 
have  never  exiiorienreri  the  fulfillmynt 
that  romes  from  serving  the  Uiril 
Would  you  help  them  get  plugged  in? 
Would  you  invite  them  to  be  .1  part  id 
v  !ur  ministry?  Sometimes  all  it  takes 
is  for  them  to  see  a  need  and  be  given 
an  opportunity. 

Pray  (or  your  church  ami  love  .tiid 
serve  in  the  strength  of  the  lord,  for 
this  will  enhance  cniirrh  life 

Rurneff  is  ^xisfor  0/  W  iffoie  Poiiife 
Church.  Ilatticshurg 
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Hostilities  toward  faiths  on  increase,  again 


by  goivenunent  barassment  wd/or  use 
d  force  against  religious  bodies. 

In  Europe^  Jews  and  Musliins  expen- 
eoced  sodd  hoatibties  in  more  oountries 
rtian  did  Christians,  according  to  Few. 
Sudi  aninxisities  against  Jews  were  found 
in  33  <rf  Europe’s  45  countries  and  against 
Mm&nw  hi  32  European  countries. 

Christians  ei^ierienced  such  hostili¬ 
ties  in  21  oountnes. 

Harassment  ,  and  the  use  of  hwce  by 
European  governments  againrt  MiuUnu 
came  in  a  year  when  1.3  milliob  immi¬ 
grants  —  rmne  than  hall  from  the  Mus- 
uin-majority  countries  of  Af^ianistan, 
Iraq,  and  ^ria  —  sought  asylum  on  the 
continent.  Pew  iKited. 

It  also  was  a  year  marked  by  threats 
and  deady  attacks  by  Islamic  terrorists 
in  EurooMn  oountries. 

Worldwide,  Christians  and  Mil8lim.s 
continue  to  be  harassed  in  ^  largest 
number  <rf  countries  according  to  ^ 
study.  The  number  of  countries  m  which 
Christians  were  harassed  jumped  frrom 
108  to  128  in  2015.  For  Muslims,  the 
numhpr  surged  frnm  too  to  125. 

TvwMity-tnree  countries  had  “very 
hi^*  levw  of  government  limitations  in 
2015,  an  increase  of  seven  from  2014.  At 
the  top  of  the  list  were  boqit,  China.  Iran, 
Ru»^  Uriiekistan,  Malgy^  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia,  Indonesia,  SyniL  Mid  Morocco. 

Last  year,  the  U.S.  State  Departoent 
desianated  10  ‘countries  of  particular 


%^sqStm*mpfiemu'&hhk^orveryhighhnvhof 


of  one  percent 

Among  factors  in  the  global  in¬ 
crease  in  social  sniniosities  were  rises 
in  relij^otti^-reiated  mob  violence, 
assaults  agauut  and  displacement  of 
people  of  faith,  and  attacks  to  impose 
reUsious  rules. 

KusseJl  Moore,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liher^  Commission  in  Naslmlle, 
said  in  response  to  the  Pew  report. 
‘For  millions,  including  many  of  our 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  around 
the  wocld.  conscience  freedom  is  con¬ 
stantly  in  peril.  This  new  data  con- 


Five  states  declare  pornography  a  public  health  crisis 

NASHVILLE  (BE)  -  At  least  five  slates  regardii^ponionapfay  nor  stipulate  any  in  Januarv  atier  the  Tennessee  measure  stream.  With  technology,  the  average 

hgve  officially  dedaied  pornography  a  punatuneDt  for  a  use.  was  inlroauoed.  age  of  exposure  to  pornography  is  11-12 

public  heahh  crisis  or  harmful  to  the  pub-  Jay  Doinis,  founder  of  the  One  HO-  ‘It's  time  to  speak  up  and  be  the  mor-  years  of  w,  she  said,  citing  Washington 

w  and  at  IsMt  one  other  k  (xniaiderii«  lion  Men  tnti-poniograpby'  ministry,  al  authority  and  tSow  the  states  to  verify  State  stumes  showing  diat  as  recenti.v  as 
a  siiwiUr  tTOTimuT.  wcocdhig  to  fatD  up-  told  Baptist  Press  die  measures  ate  that  &ct.  We  must  pray  that  every  state  2004.  24.7%  of  convicted  murderers  in 
dates  filed  on  state  l^ktature  websites.  s  vahiaole.  victory  in  communicatmg  will  have  the  cout^  to  enact  legisla-  that  state  said  pornography  served  as  a 
A  leaolution  passed  by  the  Teimes'  pom’Sharm.  don  to  show  pornography's  destructive  triuer  for  their  crimes, 

see  LeiMature  dwlsiring  pornonaplw  a  *The  fiKt  that  states  are  beginning  harm,*  he  said.  Pornography  is  potentially  biokigi' 

ptriiljc  Deakh  hazard  is  awaiting  Qav.BiU  to  recognize  poroemphy  as  a  pubttc  The  National  Center  on  Sexual  Ex-  catty  addictive,  Tennessee's  resolution 
Haslam's  rignature.  Days  Mtner,  Ten-  heakb  naxard  underscores  what  the  ploitation  (NC06E).  which  drafted  the  states.  The  resolution  adds  that  por- 
neaaee  became  the  fburtn  state  to  ad^  Bible  has  been  clear  upon  —  sexual  sin  oitt  that  Ut^  peased  in  2016  as  the  first  nography'  is  detrimental  to  families,  dis- 
sneh  a  icaohitioii,  joining  Utah.  Souui  is  destructive  not  only  spirituany.  but  amoiM  the  states  hailed  that  biD's‘dom-  courages  young  men  from  marriage,  and 
DUmta,  and  Arkansas.  also  emotionafly  and  pbraically,  said  ino  emet’  and  the  ptovok^  of  ‘an  in-  leads  to  msritM  dissatisfyetion  and  in- 

The  Virginia  Genera]  Assembly  Denids,  who  win  be  retiring  in  Miw  as  ternational  debate*  on  ti^iasue.  fidelity.  The  measure  also  includes  that 


short  of  dedaring  pornomphy 
heatdi  baxard  or  crisis,  out  in 
i  a  resolution  that  por- 
to  ‘indhidual  and  aod- 


nonphy  ]« 

C4U  banns.' 

The  Geoi 
its  2017  at* 

both  stuck  i  _  _  . 

have  declared  pornography  a  public 
beaWicifaU. 

The  resolutions  etndiastae  research 
showing  the  harmful  enects  of  pornog¬ 
raphy  sM  caU  for  educadoo,  prevendoa, 
anci  poBcy  disMss  at  the  community 
and  sodetal  levels.  Aa  icaohitiong  none 
of  the  mepBures  add  t»  erimitial  onenaea 


